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• May 6 – 10, 2025: internaHonal scienHfic conference 
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Andrzej Marzec 

These lectures introduce parHcipants to cuZng-edge philosophical theories, providing not only the 
theoreHcal tools necessary for understanding our contemporary world, but also essenHal concepts 
for acHvely shaping the future. We will examine speculaHve realism—disHnguishing this innovaHve 
and rapidly evolving philosophical movement from compeHng frameworks such as Bruno Latour's 
actor-network theory and feminist new materialisms. Our exploraHon will encompass Graham 
Harman's object-oriented ontology, Timothy Morton's ecological thought, QuenHn Meillassoux's 



speculaHve materialism, Jane Bennec's vitalist materialism, and other significant contribuHons to 
what scholars have termed the speculaHve turn. 

6.05 

From Bruno Latour to Graham Harman 

The first lecture offers an introducHon to speculaHve realism—examining the composiHon of this 
emerging philosophical movement and acquainHng ourselves with its principal figures. Among 
speculaHve theories, Graham Harman's Object-Oriented Ontology (OOO) has gained parHcular 
prominence for its innovaHve resoluHon of problems inherent in Bruno Latour's Actor-Network 
Theory (ANT). Our exploraHon will address the fundamental tenets of OOO: defining the 
ontological category of objects and disHnguishing it from Edmund Husserl's phenomenological 
approach to things, unpacking the concept of object withdrawal, and venturing into the territory of 
weird realism 

7.05 

Ecology without Nature (Timothy Morton) 

Timothy Morton stands as one of the most compelling contemporary philosophers working at the 
intersecHon of object-oriented ontology (OOO) and environmental humaniHes. He has crahed a 
unique philosophical vocabulary that challenges tradiHonal ecological thinking and proposes 
radical new ways to understand our relaHonships with non-human enHHes. This lecture will 
explore Morton's key philosophical concepts: dark ecology, hyperobjects, agrologisHcs, the 
archeliHc, ecology without nature, interobjecHvity, aestheHc causality, acunement, subscendence, 
and hyposubjects. We will invesHgate Morton's disHncHve vision of coexistence and discover why 
his ecological framework diverges significantly from convenHonal noHons of nature, aligning 
instead with aestheHcs and play. 

8.05 

Specula>ve Turn (Quen>n Meillassoux) 

QuenHn Meillassoux has established himself as one of the most innovaHve figures within the 
speculaHve realism movement, offering a radical philosophical system that challenges long-
established assumpHons about reality, science, and human cogniHon. This lecture examines 
Meillassoux's criHque of correlaHonism and explores his key concepts—ancestrality, hyperchaos, 
the principle of unreason, necessary conHngency, and Extro-Science FicHon—while considering 
how these speculaHve tools can help us understand the unpredictable nature of our changing 
world. 

9.05 

Jane BenneQ (New Materialism) 

Feminist new materialisms represent an incredibly inspiring and diverse philosophical movement 
that includes thinkers such as Donna Haraway, Anna Tsing, Karen Barad, Rosi BraidoZ, and Astrida 
Neimanis. From the perspecHve of speculaHve realism, Jane Bennec stands out as one of the most 



compelling new materialist theorists. Her vitalist materialism uniquely elevates the status of things 
and examines the survival mechanisms of objects through Spinoza's concept of conatus. While will 
(voluntas) exists as a psychological phenomenon exclusive to living beings, the drive for self-
preservaHon (conatus) emerges as a universal capacity inherent in all objects without excepHon 
During the lecture we will look at Bennec proposiHon of “thing-power”: the astonishing ability of 
inanimate things to animate, act, and produce effects. 

10.05 

Between art and philosophy 

Too ohen, theory treats art instrumentally as an illustraHon of its own beliefs—while art frequently 
uHlizes theoreHcal consideraHons, seeking in them merely a jusHficaHon for its acHons. I wish to 
break with these pracHces. The speculaHve turn posiHons aestheHcs as a fundamental mode of 
inquiry, allowing us to reconceptualize the relaHonship between art and knowledge as a dynamic, 
generaHve process that creates new understandings. This lecture explores a key quesHon: Can art 
serve as a form of philosophical inquiry, and what possibiliHes exist for meaningful collaboraHon 
between philosophers and arHsts within speculaHve theoreHcal frameworks? 

 
Bio: 

Andrzej Marzec is a philosopher and assistant professor at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, 
Poland. He also teaches at the University of the Arts Poznań (UAP) and SWPS University of Social 
Sciences and HumaniHes. He is a film criHc, editor of the journal Czas Kultury, and curator of the 
experimental film series "States of Focus," presented at the cultural centre "Pawilon" in Poznań. 
His research interests include speculaHve realism, object-oriented ontology, hauntology, dark 
ecology, environmental humaniHes, and contemporary alternaHve cinema.  
  
In addiHon to his academic work, Marzec is a frequent speaker at internaHonal conferences and 
has contributed to numerous academic journals and publicaHons. He is known for his innovaHve 
approach to philosophical concepts, ohen bridging the gap between academic theory and 
contemporary art pracHces. 
  
He is the author of two significant books: 

• Widmontologia. Teoria filozoficzna i praktyka artystyczna ponowoczesności (Hauntology: 
Philosophical Theory and ArAsAc PracAce of Postmodernity, 2015), exploring the concept of 
hauntology in philosophy and art. 

• Antropocień – filozofia i estetyka po końcu świata (Anthropocene: Philosophy and AestheAcs 
AEer the End of the World, 2021), which received the presHgious IdenHtas Prize for its 
innovaHve approach to philosophy and aestheHcs in the Anthropocene. 

Andrzej Marzec's work is widely recognized for its interdisciplinary approach, combining 
philosophy, visual culture, and environmental concerns. As an academic and public intellectual, he 
focuses on pressing issues such as climate change, posthumanism, and speculaHve aestheHcs. 
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